[The use of polymeric Hem-o-lock clips in laparoscopic radical nephrectomy].
The aim of the study was to evaluate the usefulness and cost-effectiveness of polymeric Hem-o-lock clips during laparoscopic nephrectomy. The intra- and postoperative complications of the operation were assessed too. From April 2011 through November 2011, 19 laparoscopic radical nephrectomies were performed. A preferred method to secure the renal vein was the use of polymeric Hem-o-lock clips. The renal artery was clipped by titanium clips. In five patients an Endo-GIA stapler was used to secure the renal pedicle. All procedures were carried out using a transperitoneal access. The perioperative data were analyzed retrospectively. No intraoperative complications associated with the use of Hem-o-lock clips were observed. The mean procedure time was 202 min. The average blood loss during the operation was 480 ml. No bleeding in the postoperative period was observed. The mean abdominal drain output was 65 ml per day. The mean time to drain removal was 3 days. The average hospital stay was 5-6 days. Using the polymeric Hem-o-lock clips is a safe, relatively easy and cheep way to close the renal vein during laparoscopic radical nephrectomy.